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FAA EXPECTATIONS

The purpose of this memo is 
primarily to remind FAA Office of 
Airports staff about their 
responsibilities (as well as the 
responsibilities of airport sponsors) 
in establishing and maintaining clear 
approach and departure surfaces at 
airports. We encourage personnel in 
all Regions and ADOs to relay this 
memorandum to all Federally 
obligated airports and any that are 
certificated under 14 CFR part 139, 
as well as all state aeronautical 
agencies. This memorandum will 
also be available on the FAA's public 
website under Safety, Planning and 
Compliance.
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2015 EXHIBITS



PROJECT TIMELINE

Adjustments:

Current Phase getting off 
to a slow start.

Actual Tree Removal Moved 
back due to FAA funding 
obligations.



Avigation Easement Preparation
Environmental Assessment



Prepare Avigation Easement Documents - PAE
Conduct Environmental Assessment - ESA

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE ASSOCIATES



PAE SCOPE
Research current avigation easements attached to parcels 
associated with off-airport removal.

Review existing city/county airport overlay code and provide 
summary. [Required in conjunction with establishing value 
associated with additional easement impacts.]

Support discussions coordinating how trees will be accessed, 
removed, and any re-planting and/or restoration measures 
anticipated for erosion control.

Coordinate with review appraiser.

Provide legal descriptions for avigation easements (includes 
support by Professional Land Surveyor Sub-consultant).

Contract Appraiser to Appraise Fair Market Value (FMV) of 
each avigation easement. Utilize the part taken and appraisal 
waiver approaches as applicable – FAA AC 150/5100-17 Chg 7 
pg 2-9.



More Detailed Scan; delineates 
every tree penetrating air 
surfaces.

Verifies tree location marked 
by photogrammetry or LIDAR 
surveys to property lines.



CITY RESPONSIBILITIES

Obtain review of proposed easement formats 
from FAA.

Order and review preliminary title reports 
(PTR).

Prepare avigation easements.

LiDar



Three Easement Options:

Top Trees – City tops tree once; Owner pays for tree 
removal if tree dies; Owner pays to maintain / top / 
remove tree if it grows back into the airspace.

Remove Entire Tree; Top Soil and Seed Removal Area

Remove Entire Tree; No Restoration Work / Owner 
responsible for Top Soil and Seed.





GOOD MANAGEMENT 
PRACTICES

ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY REMOVAL

FEDERAL 
REQUIREMENT

EROSION 
CONTROL



A. ORDER 1050.1F: Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures
B. ORDER 5050.4B: National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

Implementing Instructions for Airport Actions

Elements:
Water quality; air quality
Wetlands
Historic, cultural and 
archaeological resources
Endangered and threatened species 
of flora and fauna 
Biotic communities
Floodplains
Farmland
Land use compatibility
Social impacts; induced 
socioeconomic impacts;
Environmental justice

Special land uses, dot section 4(f) 
lands
Energy supply and natural 
resources
Light emissions and visual effects
Essential fish habitat
Migratory bird act
Cumulative impacts
Coastal management zone program
Wild & scenic river act
Hazardous materials
Solid waste impacts
Construction impacts



Biological Resources – wildlife, plants, fish and 
essential fish habitats
Cultural Resource - historical, architectural, 
archeological and cultural impacts
Coast Resources – costal zone management 
plans
Water Resources – wetlands, floodplains, 
surface waters, groundwater, wild & scenic 
rivers, stormwater treatments and impervious 
surfaces



Right of Entry - the right of a person to go 
onto another's real property without 
committing trespass.

Not the Avigation Easement.

Surveyors, by law, are allowed entry on 
property without a right of entry agreement 
(2017 ORS 672.047¹); they are to provide first 
class mail notification prior to their entry.

Access property to evaluate environmental 
conditions potentially impacted by future tree 
removal.



Phase 1: 2018

Historic, cultural and 
archaeological resources
Environmental Screening
TBD

Phase 2: 2020

TBD









FINAL QUESTIONS?


